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New Mexico had an estimated 304 homeless families on a single
night in 2009, with providers serving twice their bed capacity over
the course of the year.! This brief summarizes some of the state’s
public and private initiatives to assist these families.

State Taskforce on Homelessness

Taskforce: New Mexico does not have an official taskforce on homelessness.
House Memorial 7 (introduced during the 2010 legislative session) established a
workgroup to examine child homelessness and generate legislative recommenda-
tions in a report to the Interim Health and Human Services Committee due in
November 2010.

Governor’s Appointee: None.
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*Corresponds to the Balance of State Continuum of Care, which comprises areas of New Mexico that are not included in a regional or local CoC.

State Funds for Homeless Assistance and Prevention Efforts

New Mexico’s Mortgage Finance Authority (MFA) administers all federal and
state formula funds for homeless assistance and prevention efforts through

the Transitional and Supportive Services (TSS) program. The program serves
an average of 13,000 homeless families and individuals per year by funding
emergency shelter operations, homeless prevention, essential services, and
permanent supportive housing operations. TSS is primarily funded through the
federal Emergency Shelter Grant (ESG) and the State Homelessness Assistance
program, which is financed by monies allocated annually under New Mexico’s
Human Services Department. The total TSS funding amount for fiscal year
2010-11 was set at $1,441,959 ($716,259 of federal ESG and $725,700 of State
Homeless Assistance).’

The National Survey of Programs
and Services for Homeless Families
is an online resource for service
providers, advocates, researchers,
and public policy makers working
in the field of family homelessness.
The Web site provides a state-by-
state snapshot of the interconec-
tions between governmental and
nonprofit work to end family home-
lessness. For additional informa-
tion on New Mexico and other
states, visit www.icprwb.org
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To provide additional financial aid to New Mexico’s homeless and at-risk families
and individuals, the New Mexico Coalition to End Homelessness, a non-profit
organization, is actively working to secure a dedicated funding source for the New
Mexico Housing Trust Fund. Created in 2005 and managed by MFA, the trust
fund has financed the development of 1,003 low-income housing units throughout
the state” While the trust fund received an initial $10 million investment, fund-
ing has decreased every year with no financial support provided in 2009 or 2010.%

Surplus Property For Homeless Service Providers

State agencies and non-profit organizations (with a focus on health, education, or
homelessness) are eligible to receive surplus federal and state property through
New Mexico’s State Agency for Surplus Property (SASP). Property, including
vehicles, office furniture, and heavy equipment or machinery, can be obtained for a
service fee equivalent to 15% of the item’s original acquisition value. Additionally,
blankets, coats, and other personal items may be available to homeless service
providers at no cost. SASP receives excess property directly from state agencies and
federal surplus property from the U.S. General Services Administration. Property
is distributed based on want and need. Providers interested in the program must
apply with SASP to qualify for donee status’

Strong Starts for Children in New Mexico

Prompted by need and the state’s diverse cultural composition, Everyday Democ-
racy, a national non-profit organization, launched the Strong Starts for Children
program in New Mexico in 2010. Funded by the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, this
collaborative 18-month pilot project engages residents from diverse backgrounds
in conversations on early childhood development, including family economic
stability, school readiness, and linked health and education systems."” Cuidando
los Niflos, a non-profit organization that offers early childhood programs, family
support services, and advocacy to homeless children and families in Albuquerque,
was one of five local coalitions selected to participate in the project. Working with
the New Mexico Campaign to End Child Homelessness, Cuidando los Nifios has
begun to host community dialogues aimed at developing community action plans
to end child homelessness in three Albuquerque neighborhoods."

A Green, Mixed-income Housing Community

In 2008, the Supportive Housing Coalition of New Mexico, the New Mexico
Coalition to End Homelessness, and Care 66 (a local non-profit organization) com-
pleted development on Chuska Apartments, a homeless and low-income afford-
able housing community in the City of Gallup that incorporates energy efficient
design elements. The community offers ten transitional supportive housing units
for homeless families and twenty affordable housing units for families at or below
60% of the area median income. Care 66 coordinates supportive services includ-
ing medical and mental health care, job skills training, and general counseling for
families residing in the transitional housing units. The roughly $8 million project
was primarily financed by a federal Low-Income Housing Tax Credit. Chuska
Apartments was designed to promote sustainability and reduce utility costs by as
much as 40%—-50% through the use of energy efficient features including day-
lighting and rooftop solar water heating. Winner of the New Mexico Mortgage
Finance Authority’s 2006 tax credit design award, the project has been recognized
as a model for future transitional and permanent housing developments in New
Mexico."?
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