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Guide to Starting a Youth Program  








Community Assets Tool









Assess the resources of your community by asking residents what skills, associations, physical resources and institutional assets are available. See the Community Engagement Tool for descriptions of methods you might use to gather the information.

Once you collect the information, you can use it to map the capacities and assets of the community.

Read on to learn about some of the things you’ll want to ask about. 

People and Associations: Identify individual gifts, skills, capacities and connections

Ask community members and those who work or have businesses in the community about their skills. What associations and informal groups do they belong to or know about? These questions will help you identify potential community leaders and groups that could work together on a common goal.









Institutions: Identify the assets of local institutions and businesses

Include churches, nonprofits, neighborhood associations, schools, government agencies and private sector businesses. The assets of these institutions could be the services and programs they provide, the meeting places they offer, the equipment and other supplies they may have, or the communications links they may have.











Physical space: Identify physical assets and natural resources
What assets such as land, water, parks, playgrounds and fields does your community have?











Draw your map 

It might look something like this example from the Asset-Based Community Development Institute.

[image: ]Mapping Tools and Video Community Development Training 

You can find community-mapping resources on the Asset-Based Community Development Institute’s website.
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