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ance Use among 
Hispanic Youths 

Hispanic youths aged 12 to 17 
were less likely to report past 
month alcohol use and past 
month marijuana use than 
non-Hispanic youths 

Among Hispanic youths, Cuban 
youths had the highest rates 
of past month alcohol use 
while Puerto Rican youths 
had the highest rates of past 
month illicit drug use 

@ Hispanic youths who were 
born in the United States 
were more likely to have used 
illicit drugs in the past month 
than Hispanic youths not born 
in the United States 

R esearch has found mixed results 
when comparing the extent of 

1 \ substance rise among 
youths with use among non-Hispanic 
yo~ths . l>~ The National Survey on Drug 
Use and Health (NSDUH) asks persons 
aged 12 or older about their rise of illicit 
drugs and alcohol, including binge alcohol 
use, in the past month. Binge alcohol use is 
defined as dririking five or more drinks 011 
the same occasioil (i.e., at the same time or 
within a couple of hours of each other) on 
at least 1 day in the past 30 days. NSDUH 
defines illicit drugs to include rrlarijuarla/ 
hashish, cocaine (including crack), iilhalants, 
hallucinogens, heroin, or prescription-type 
drugs used n~nmedica l l~ .~  This report 
exarnines the prevalence of alcohol and 
illicit drug use arnong Hispanic4 youths 
aged 12 to 17. All findings presented in this 
report are annual averages based on 
combined 2002 and 2003 NSDIJI-I data. 

The NSDUH Report (formerly The NHSDA Report) is published periodically by the Office of Applied Studies, Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration (SAMHSA). All material appearing in this report is in the public domain and may be reproduced or copied without permission 
from SAMHSA. Additional copies of this report or other reports from the Office of Applied Studies are available online: http:!!'ww.oas samhsa gov 
Citation of the source is appreciated. For questions about this report, please e-mail: shortreports@samhsa.hhs.gov 
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Figure 1. Percentages of Past Month Alcohol, Binge 
Alcohol, and Illicit Drug Use among Hispanic and 
Non-Hispanic Youths Aged 12 to 17: 2002 and 2003 
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Figure 2. Percentages of Past Month Alcohol Use 
and Illicit Drug Use among HispanicYouths Aged 12 
to 17, by Hispanic Subgroup*: 2002 and 2003 
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Percentages of 
Hispanic Youths in 
the United States 

In 2002 and 2003, there were 
about 24.9 million youths aged 
12 to 17 in the United States. O f  
these youths, almost 4 million 
(16.1 percent) were of Hispanic 
origin. The majority ofHispanic 
youths reported they were 
Mexican (71.2 percent), followed 
by Puerto Rican (11.8 percent), 
Central or South American (10.9 
percent), Cuban (3.0 percent), 
and other Hispanic5 (3.1 percent). 
Approximately 3.1 million (77.8 
percent) Hispanic youths were 
born in the United States. 

Prevalence of Alcohol 
Use 

Overall, Hispanic youths aged 12 
to 17 were less likely to use alcohol 
in the past month (16.4 percent) 
than non-Hispanic youths (17.9 

percent) (Figure 1). An estimated 
16.5 percent of Mexican youths, 
14.3 percent of Puerto Rican 
youths, 17.1 percent of Central or 
South American youths, 21.2 
percent of Cuban youths, and 16.8 
percent of other Hispanic youths 
used alcohol in the past 30 days 
preceding the survey (Figure 2). 

Male and female Hispanic 
youths were similar in their past 
month alcohol use (16.3 and 16.6 
percent, respectively) and binge 
alcohol use (10.7 and 9.2 percent). 
Approximately 17.1 percent of 
Hispanic youths born in the United 
States used alcohol in the past 
month compared with 14.1 percent 
of Hispanic youths not born in 
the United States Figure 3). 

Prevalence of Illicit 
Drug Use 

In  2002 and 2003, 10.8 percent 
of Hispanic youths aged 12 to 17 
used illicit drugs in the past 

month compared with 11.6 
percent of non-Hispanic youths. 
Hispanic youths were less likely 
to have used marijuana in the 
past month (6.8 percent) than 
non-Hispanic youths (8.3 percent) 
(Figure 4). Among Hispanic 
youths, 10.9 percent of Mexican 
youths, 13.7 percent of Puerto 
Rican youths, 7.2 percent of 
Central or South American youths, 
and 8.9 percent ofother Hispanic 
youths used illicit drugs in the 
past month.'j 

The rate of past month illicit 
drug use was similar arriong 
Hispanic males (1 1.5 percent) and 
females (10.1 percent). Hispanic 
youths who were born in the 
United States (12.3 percent) were 
significantly more likely to have 
used illicit drugs in the past 
month than Hispanic youths not 
born in the United States (5.7 
percent). 
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Figure 4. Percentages of Past Month Illicit Drug Use 
among Hispanic and Non-HispanicYouths Aged 12 to 
17, by Specific Illicit Drug: 2002 and 2003 
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3. NSDUH measures nonmedical use of 
prescription-type pain relievers, sedatives. 
stimulants, or tranquilizers. Nonmedical use is 
defined as use of prescription-type drugs not 
prescribed for the respondent by a physician or 
used only for the experience or feeling they 

caused. Nonmedical use of any prescription- 
type pain reliever, sedative, stimulant, or 
tranquilizer does not include over-the-counter 
drugs. 

4. For this report, respondents identifying 
themselves as Hispanic were assigned to the 
Hispanic group regardless of their racial 
identification. Respondents identifying 
themselves as non-Hispanic were assigned to 
the non-Hispanic group. 

5. Respondents were asked if they were of 
Hispanic, Latino, or Spanish origin or descent. 
If they indicated a positive response, then they 
were asked. 'Which of these Hispanic. Latino, 
or Spanish groups best describes you?" 
Response options were "MexicardMexican 
AmericanlMexicanolChicano," "Puerto Rican," 
"Central or South American,""CubardCuban 
American: or "Other (Specify)." 

6. Past month illicit drug use among Cuban 
youths could not be reported due to small 
sample size. 

Figure Notes 

Respondents were asked if they were of 
Hispanic. Latino, or Spanish origin or descent. 
If they indicated a positive response, they then 
were asked. "Which of these Hispanic. Latino, 
or Spanish groups best describes you?" 
Response options were "MexicanNexican 
AmericardMexicano/Chicano," "Puerto Rican," 
"Central or South American,""Cuban/Cuban 
American," or 'Other (Specify)." 

" Past month illicit drug use among Cuban 
youths could not be reported due to small 
sanple size. 

Source: SAMHSA, 2002 and 2003 NSDUH. 
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