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THE TEN ESSENTIALS

What Your Community Needs To Do
To End Youth Homelessness

The National Partnership to End Youth Homelessness has developed the following checklist
as a guide to help communities identify the minimum requirements for an effective
permanent solution to prevent and end youth homelessness.

The essentials are based on the National Alliance to End Homelessness's Ten Essentials for
Ending Homelessness in Your Community and the Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness,
which draws from over twenty years of research and experience with communities around
the country. For the purposes of this Toolkit, we have slightly modified the essentials fo
respond o the unique housing and service needs of homeless youth.

No essential is more important than another. All require participation from every secfor of
the community.

|- PLAN
Your community has a set of strategies focused on endmg youth homeiessness A Wlde
range of players (government programs, elected officials, homeless providers, etc.) has
made funding and implementation commitments to these strategies.

| DATA T
Your community has a homelessness mcmogemen’f information system that can be
analyzed to assess how long youth are homeless, what their needs are, what the causes
of homelessness are, how people interact with mainstream systems of care, the
effectiveness of interventions, and the number of homeless youih.

| EMERGENC

Your communl’ry hos in place an emergency homelessness prevention program that
includes crisis counseling, family reunification services, rent assistance, and landlord
intervention.

- SYSTEMS PREVENTION

l. Mainstream programs (chlld welfare, juvenile corrections, men’rol heol’rh e’rc ]
that provide care and services to youth consistently assess and respond to their
housing needs.

Il, There is placement in stable housing for all people being released from public
institutions.
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| OUTREACH
Your communlfy has an outreach and engagement sysiem deS|gned to reduce barriers |
and encourage homeless youth so that they enter appropriate housing linked with
approptiate services.

| YOUTH HOUSING CONTINUUM o
The youth shelter and Tronsmondl housmg system in your communl’fy is organized to
reduce or minimize the length of time youth remain homeless, and the number of times
they become homeless. OQutcome measures will be key to this effort.

Your community has skilled housing search and housing placement services available
for homeless youth and young aduifs who cannot be reunified with their families.

| SERV]CE' el e e
When youfh are housed ’rhey hove I’Clpld access fo funde
programs provide the bulk of these services.

A) Health, Menial Health, Substance Use Disorder
B} Parenting classes, Life Skills, etc.

ervices, and mainstream

| YOUTH DEVELOPMENT
To better serve youth, agencies and providers should engdge you’rh in meaningful ways,
shifting their role as a recipient of service to that of a leader and decision-maker in
program development, delivery, and evaluation, organizational management, and
advocacy.

l. Your commum’ry hos a sufﬂaem‘ supply of permanent supportive housing to
meet the needs of all chronically homeless youth.

Ii. Your community is implementing a plan to fully address the permanent housing
needs of extremely low-income people.

When it is necessory in order ’ro ob‘rom housing, your community assists homeless youth to
secure enough income to afford rent, by rapidly linking them with employment and/or
benefits. It also connects them to opportunities for increasing theirincomes through
educational and vocational programs.
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In this two-page Fact Sheet, the National Partnership to End Youth Homelessness presents a
checklist of activities/essential services to guide communities in their effort to end youth
homelessness. These ten items are based on the National Alliance to End Homelessness?s
(NAEH) ?Ten Essentials for Ending Homelessness in Your Community? and ?The Ten Year
Plan to End Homelessness.? The authors describe each of the ten items in brief: (1) plan; (2)
data; (3) emergency prevention; (4) systems prevention; (5) outreach; (6) youth housing
continuum,; (7) services; (8) youth development; (9) permanent housing; and (10) income.
National Aliiance to End Homelessness, 1518 K Street, N.W., Suite 410, Washington, DC 20005;
Telephone: (202) 638-1526, E-mail: nach@naeh.org, Web site: www.naeh.org
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