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Guide to Starting a Youth Program  









Identifying Community 
Issues for Youth








Check off the issues you might want to ask community members about:

· Substance abuse
· Homelessness
· Lack of educational opportunities or support
· Lack of job training
· Hunger
· Dissolution of families
· Lack of role models
· Lack of health care
· Teen pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases
· No safe place to hang out
· Lack of safe places or opportunities for physical fitness 
· Obesity and poor nutrition
· Family violence
· Bullying
· Gang violence
· Dating violence
· Nothing to do
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You may want to use a survey to find out what people think about the issues.

If you want less detailed information from a lot of people, consider designing your survey using closed questions. These can usually be answered quickly, allowing you to get a get a lot of information quickly. See this sample survey designed by Child Health Online: http://www.childhealthonline.org/2009%20Survey%20Form%20English.pdf (PDF, 26KB)

If you want more detailed information, consider using some open-ended questions in your survey. Open-ended questions do not provide options for the respondent. They must think of their own response and describe it in their own words. See this sample survey from the Florida Department of Health: http://www.doh.state.fl.us/compass/Resources/FieldGuide/4CommThemesStrength/TS_QL_Questions.htm
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